Natural Moral Law
Classical Roots

Greek

Sophocles’ Antigone
· Creon, King of Thebes, forbids the burial of Antigone’s brother because he committed treason. 

· Antigone breaks the law claiming that the state cannot overrule the immortal laws of the Gods

· Referring to a higher law than that of men.

Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics

· Laws vary from place to place, but natural justice is independent of the state and society and applies to everyone.

· Develops the idea of purpose. To be good is to fulfil ones purpose.
· There must be one ultimate end and purpose for mankind which “must be good, indeed the supreme good” and can be discovered through the rational investigation of nature.

Roman
Cicero (stoic)
· “True law is right reason in accord with nature”
· Again it is not law of state or society, but that of reason and nature that matters.

Aquinas

· 13th Century Roman Catholic, scholastic philosopher.
· Highly influenced by Aristotle.
· His life’s work was to attempt to reconcile Christianity with classical philosophy.
· Believed that “natural theology”, the use of reason to interpret the world, and “revealed theology” were complementary.
· “To disparage the dictate of reason is equivalent to condemming the command of God” as God gave us reason of us to enquire into the nature he created.
Purpose and Precepts
· Followed Aristotelian line on purpose being the ultimate goal.

· but whilst Aristotle believed purpose to be happiness Aquinas claimed the ultimate purpose of mankind is fellowship with God.

· Therefore the first priority of mankind is self-preservation.

· Self-preservation is not just of the body but also of the soul, man must be morally pure to reach heaven.

· The self is enslaved when it gives in to non-rational desires, and so is preserved when it follows reason.

· Derived from Self preservation are 5 primary precepts: to live, to learn, to reproduce, to have an ordered society and to worship God.

· These then lead to practical moral dictates, secondary precepts, eg. Do not kill; do not have abortions; educate children etc.

Real and apparent goods
· No one is deliberately immoral, but people act badly as a result of wrong reasoning. They seek “apparent goods” eg. sex outside marriage, rather than “real goods”.

· Therefore Hitler, for example, was not deliberately committing evil, but rather believed himself to be doing good due to bad reasoning.

· e.g. an adulterer thinks he is committing good, but it is only apparent and is not in actual fact a good.
Interior and Exterior Acts

· Both intention [interior] and action [exterior] matter.
· A good action done for bad motive (e.g. charity for praise) or a bad action for good intention not right.
Deontology

· Aquinas gives us a system by which to discover the truth, therefore the truth is considered absolute and unchangeable.
· Correspondence theory of truth, as moral truth corresponds directly with nature.

· Universal, all people, all places at all times.

· Creates absolute rules eg. do not kill

· Catholic Church has scholars doing the reasoning so that everyone else can just obey rules.

Key Features Overview [possible plan]
· Classical Roots 
· quote Cicero and Aristotle, explain Sophocles Antigone to demonstrate   higher law.
· Right Reason. 
· Must discover the truth. Faith in humanity. 
· “To disparage the dictate of reason is equivalent to condemming the command of God”. 
· Real vs Apparent as demonstration of wrong reason.
· Nature. 
· Correspondence theory of truth, so reason is in accordance with nature.
· Universal, all people, all times all places.
· Purpose-Aristotle Happiness, Aquinas fellowship with God.
· Self preservation [includes soul]
· 5 primary precepts; live, reproduce, educate, ordered society, worship God
· Internal and External
· Deontology and conclusion
Evaluation
Strengths

· Deontological-gives common rules when relativism has broken down traditional structures and lead to moral uncertainty.

· Universal-so transcends the barriers of culture and society due to common human nature and faculty of reason.

· High view of humanity due to reason.

· Reason avoids partisan prejudices of intuition.
· Study of nature-scientific.

· Not everyone has to use reason themselves as Natural Law can be worked out in advance and written as a set of rules because of its universality. 
Weaknesses

· “From the point of view of science there is no such thing as an essential human nature which makes a man man.” Kai Neilson. Anthropology too has found no common human nature, eg. Eskimo’s kill family who won’t live through winter/new-born girls when there are no husbands to support. Scandinavians killed elderly to let them into Valhalla. 

· Some might have different natures, therefore different purposes. Eg. Homosexuals might not have the purpose of procreation but still be no less human. Primary precepts differ in different circumstances.

· Requires all people to be capable of right reason.

· Vardy- Aquinas’ view of nature is unholistic, eg. perhaps sex has more purposes of a different purpose than just reproduction
· Vardy- Movement from Primary Precepts to specific life rules does not work. Just because the ultimate purpose is procreation does not mean that sex can only be used for this.
· Aquinas’ views outdated- saw the body as fragmented parts, not the one psycho-physical whole it is considered now, so purposes confused [eg. genitalia only for sex despite their role as part of the whole.]
· Incomplete view of the fall- unlike Augustine and the reformers believed that humans were not fully fallen so still could reason to work out the moral truth. 
· Inflexible- claims to be immutable deontological system, but the world changes. Joseph Fletcher rejected deontological ethics as un-Christian. One-size fits all cannot work in all circumstances.
But whilst primary precepts are unchanging, the lower precepts may be altered if nature is discovered to be different.
