History – Nazis 1918-33

Nazi Profiles


HITLER

Leader of the party from 1919-45

Central figure in the Nazi state from 1933 onwards.

1889
April 20, born in Braunau in Austria.


Social outcast in Vienna. 



Second-rate painter, earned money with cheap sketches.

1914
In Munich when the war broke out.


Enlisted in the Bavarian Infantry.



Twice wounded. 

1918
Received the Iron Cross (First Class) (very rare for a Lance-Corporal)

1919
Embittered by Germany’s defeat Hitler enters politics.

POLITICAL CONCERNS

Anti-Semitism and racial supremacy.


Believed in Aryan racial supremacy.


Society should be divided with the Nordic Aryan group superior.


The roots of all evil & Germany’s problems were the Jews


These racist views were at the heart of his philosophy.


Hitler hated Communism as he believed it to be a Jewish idealogy.

Lebensraum and Versailles


Believed the Germans had a destiny to expand to the East.


Lebensraum (living space) 

Partly thwarted by the Treaty of Versailles and its redistribution of land. 


Hitler vowed to destroy it.

Anti-democracy


Hated the system of parliamentary government.


Believed it was responsible for weakening Germany.


Promised to destroy the Republic.

Fuhrerprinzip


Insisted Germany & the Nazis should be dominated by one powerful leader, 
the Fuhrer.

HERMANN GORING

1914
WW1 Fighter Pilot Hero

1922
Close ally of Hitler.

1923
Played an important part in the Munich Putsch.


Became popular with Nazi activists.


Marriage to a Swedish aristocrat, Carin con Kantow, helped gain respectable 
conservative support.
1928
Elected to the Reichstag.

1932
Became the Reichstag’s President.

1933
January – his status and political contacts helped him play a key part in the 
deal to appoint Hitler Chancellor.


Prussian minister for interior



Organised the infiltration of state police by members of the SA and SS.


February – widely accepted Goring organised the Reichstag fire in order to 
discredit the communists.

1934
August- drew up the death list for the Night of the Long Knives.


Relished in giving the good news of the purge of Rohm to the world’s press.

1936
Gained control of the Luftwaffe

JOSEPH GOBBELS

1925
Joined the Nazi Party as a supporter of the radical ideas of Gregor Strasser.


Became the Party’s expert on propaganda

1926
Appointed Gauleiter (party leader) of Berlin.


Invented the ‘Hitler Myth’ by publishing pamphlets and organising 
demonstrations and election campaigns.

1933
January – appointed Minister of Propoganda and Popular Enlightenment.


Immediately took control of the Newspapers, films, radio and arts.


February – carefully exploited the Reichstag fire.


May -  carefully exploited the burning of books

1936
Carefully exploited the Berlin Olympics.

Violently anti-Semitic

Author of the Nurmberg Laws 1935

Organiser of Kristallnacht in November 1938

Temporarily lost favour with Hitler due to his anti-war feelings in 1939 and an affair with Czech actress Lida Baarova.

HEINRICH HIMMLER

1922
Joined the Nazi Party.

1923
Took part in the Munich Putsch.

1929
Appointed head of Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the SS.

1930
Elected to the Reichstag.


Thirst for power led him to increase the SS from 200 in 1929 -52,000 in 1933.

1933
September took control of all political police units


Set up the first concentration camp in Dachau

1934
April - Became head of the Prussian police and Gestapo 


August – mastermined the Night of the Long Knives, smashing the power of 
the SA and securing the SS’s position.

Believed Aryan racial superiority could only be achieved with the elimationof the inferior social and racial groups.

Attempted to make the SS racially elite.

Leading support of the Final Solution 1941.

RUDOLF HESS

1920
Inspired to join the Nazi Party when hearing Hitler speak.

1923
Took part in the Munich Putsch.


Helped Hitler write Mein Kampf.

1933
As a reward for his absolute loyalty and work her was appointed Deputy 
Leader and Reich Minister without Portfolio.

1938
Joined the secret Cabinet Council.

1939
Joined the Ministerial Council for the Reich Defence.

Outbreak of War – he was the third most important Nazai after Hitler and Goring.

Always a strong supporter of Lebensraum

Flew to Scotland in an attempt to procure peace in 1941, imprisoned.

MARTIN BORMANN

1927
Joined the Nazi Party.

1934
Due to his dedication and efficiency he was appointed to the staff of Rudolf 
Hess.

1935
Appointed Hitler’s private secretary after helping to establish party control 
over the civil service.

He was able to promote his racist and atheistic policies. 

By the end of WW2 he was the second most powerful Nazi.

ALBERT SPEER
1931
Joined the Nazi Party

1934
Paul Troost died, leaving Speer as Hitler’s favourite architect.


Developed the nazi style of politics, i.e. parades and rallys.


Commissioned by Hitler to design the new Reich Chancellory in Berlin and 
the Party Palace in Nuremburg.

1937
Speer made responsible for rebuilding Berling and other German citites in a 
neo-classical monumental style.


Transformed the war economy, made it much more efficient and productive.


Denied all knowledge of the Final Solution, but accepted the Nazi regime was 
morally responsible.


20 years in Spandau prison, wrote  Inside the Third Reich.

1981
September 1, died in London.
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