History- Nazis 1918-33

Nazi Party Origins


NAZI PARTY, 1919-29

1919
Founded by Anton Drexler as the German Workers’ Party.



Developed against a background of political turmoil.

1920
February - Assumed it’s new name – the National Socialist German Workers’ 
Party (NSDAP) and a 25-pointprogramme at the Hofbrauhaus meeting in 
Munich, Bavaria.


Written by Drexler and Hitler.



Revision of the Treaty of Versailles. 




Ending of reparations.




Scrapping of Article 231



Citizenship for Germans to Germans only (no Jews).



Lebensraum for the Germans.



Creation of a strong government.



War profiteering, a criminal offence.



Large department stores to be divided up and leased to small traders.

THE EARLY YEARS

Noticeable due to the work of Erntst Rohm, Alfred Rosenberg and Dietrich Eckhart.

1920
December – increased its membership and could afford a local paper, 
Volkischer Beobachter (Peoples Observer)
1921 
July - Hitler becomes Chairman.

Creation of the SA.


November 4th – Sa engaged in a running battle with socialists in Munich.

1922
October – Street violence in Coburg.
MUNICH PUTSCH

1923
Mid – 55,000 members.


Ruhr Crisis – throughout Hitler and the Nazis barraged Weima.


May1 – failed attempt at direct action


November 8/9 – Second attempt.


November 8th – Hitler and 600 SA Soldiers storm a public meeting in Munich, 

declaring ‘The national revolution has broken out’.


November 9th – Hitler marched into the centre of Munich, was blocked by 


police, 16 Nazis killed.


Imprisoned for five years (actually served a year). 

MEIN KAMPF

1924
Imprisoned in Landsberg Castle.


‘Mein Kampf’ (My Struggle)

Weltanschauung (worldview or outlook)



Elimination of the Jews from German life.



Provision of the Lebensraum


Destruction of Communism.
PARTY REORGANISATION

1924
May – in alliance with other parties won 1.9m votes (6.5%)


December – 907k (3%)

1925
February 27 – two months after Hitler’s release. NSDAP was reformed.



Party was centralised.



Index of all members created.

1926
February – Party conference in Bamberg -  new autocratic centralised structure 
was discussed, stressing complete obedience to Hitler, the Fuhrerpinzip and 
the programme of 1920


May – formally accepted.

After the failure of the Munich Putsch Hitler wanted everything to be legal.

Gregor Strasser objected to the calming of the SA.


July – the organised march past the members in Weimar was to demonstrate 
the control the party had over its paramilitary arm.


Captain Franz von Pfeffer appointed leader to implement guidelines.

SA stewarded rallies and trained.



Still fought in Berlin and Munich, created much tension.


Hitler Youth and Nazi Students’ Association founded.

1927
Nuremberg Party Congress – further reorganisation, unsuitable Gauleiters 
replaced and the central bureaucracy further reorganised.
1928
May - 800,000 votes (2.6%) dismal, only 12 seats in the new Reichstag.

1928
Agricultural north-west did well, they campaigned on region specific issues.


October – first Nazi professional body. The Association of Nationalist 
Socialist Jurists.

1929
Similar bodies for doctors, teachers and students.


Summer- the Young Plan gave a great opportunity to campaign.


Reich Committee for a Referendum to Oppose the Young Plan



Formed by the Leader of the DNVP, Alfred Hugenberg.



Included Franz Seldte of the Stahlhelm movement. 



Hitler joined after being assured of the Nazi’s independence.


August – massive 200,000 strong rallies for the Nazis at Nuremberg


November – Local Council Elections, significant increase in Nazi votes.


December – Freedom Law resulted in the humiliation of the coalition (13.8%)



State Election in Thuringia – 11.3%

THE WALL STREET CRASH
1930
March – Muller Cabinet broke up over unemployment isurance.


March 30 – new cabinet under Heinrich Bruning (Centre), heavily influenced 
by Hindenburg.



He made it clear – if the government were brough down by a vot of no 

confidence he would use Article 48.

July – rejection of the finance bill led to it being brought in by decree.



Reichstag immediately condemned this, calling for its removal 


(Constitution allowed this).


Hindenburg dissolved the Reichstag and called an election for September 1930 
(the finance bill being reintroduced by decree).
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