History – Rise of the Nazis 1918-33

Democracy Collapses


THE COLLAPSE OF DEMOCRACY

1930 AND THE GROWTH OF NAZI SUPPORT

1930
June – 14.4% for the Saxony Landtag 



9% higher than the previous year.



Previous spring Gobbels appointed to lead propaganda.


September – Reichstag seats increased from 12 to 107.



(1928 – 800k to 1930 6.4m)



As a result the Brunning cabinet governed with the tolerance of the 

SPD and Article 48.
Growth in Party Membership
1930
Election success acted as an important stimuli.


Sept-Jan 100,000 new members.


NS Agarpolotosche Apparat (AA), founded by Walther Darre in 1930 saw 
massive expansion. Expressed the aims of country and infiltrated existing 
farmers’ organisations.
Revolt of the SA, 1931

1931
Throughout Nazis averaged 40% in local elections.


March – Walther Stennes (Leader of the Berlin SA), rebelled with some of his 
members against Hitler’s order to obey the law.


Revolt failed to win overall support in the SA, although it highlighted the 
tensions.


Crack down on the Prussian SA on the orders of Otto Brann, the Prussian Prim 
Minister.

1931 ECONOMIC COLLAPSE AND NAZI OPPORTUNITY

1931
Summer – economic collapse.


Bruning had been attempting to remove the burden of reparations.

A combination of an impending freeze on payments and the possibility of an 
Austro-German trade agreement prompted a flight of foreign capital out of 
Germany.


July – The Austrian Creditanstalt Bank collapsed, financial panic, German `
banks closed for 3 weeks.


September – unemployment had risen to 4.3m.


In response Hugenberg attempted to re-form a ‘Nation al Opposition’ of the 
right, with the aim to bring down Bruning.


October - ‘Harzberg From’ of Stahlhelm,  DNVP and Nazis met, bu collapsed 
due to internal arguing.
1932: POLITICAL INTRIGUE AND NAZI ELECTORAL SUCCESS

1932
March/April – Presidental Election, Hindenburg returned.


Despite saturation electioneering, Hitler only polled 


30.1% 1st, 36.8% 2nd ballot compared to Hindenburg’s 49.6% and 53%.


Managed to present it as a success due to the doubling of their seats in 
Reichstag election.

Political Intrigue


April – Emergency Decree, banning the SA and SS due to growing street 
violence and evidence the Nazis had planned a coup if Hitler had won the 
election.


General Groner – Minister of the Interior – who introduced the ban was 
undermined by a whispering campaign led by General von Schleicher, with 
the backing of the Nazis.

Schleicher met with Hister, Hitler accepted a new presidential cabinet in return 
for the lifting of the ban on the SA and SS.


May 10 - Groner left the cabinet after being shouted down by Nazi deputies in 
the Reichstag.


May 29 – Hindenburg demanded Bruning’s resignation.


New cabinet formed under Franz von Papen as Chancellor and Schleicher for 
Minister of Defence.


July – End of – Elections for Reichstag


July 16
- Ban on SA lifted.



Street violence up to the election left over 100 dead.


July 20 - Perfect excuse for the removal of the SPD dominated Prussian 
government, overthrown by Papen.


SPD failed to react and the unions were weak due to the division between the 
KPD and SPD.


July 31 – Nazis 37.3%, 230 seats. Largest party.

1932-3: THE NAZIS BROUGHT TO POWER


Papen refused to hand over Chancellorship to Hitler.


September 12 – Reichstag dissolved after the government lost a vote of no 
confidence, 512 to 42.


November – Election, Nazi vote fell by 4% (34 seats)


Reinforced the political stalemate.


Hindenburg wanted to continue Presidential government but refused to 
appoint Hitler as Chancellor until he had a majority in the Reichstag.


Hitler had the ability to vote down a government at will (with Centre), only 
other alternative was to have no Reichstag and suppress all opposition.


December 3 – Papen sacked, Schleicher appointed Chancellor.


Attempted to draw Nazis into a coalition by offering Gregor Strasser the vice-
chancellorship. Wanted to accept but Hitler forced him not to.


December 15 - Government lacked support, apparent with the opposition to 
its economic policy.

HITLER’S FIRST CABINET

1933
January 4 – Papen and Hitler hold talks about the composition of future 
government on the basis of a broad nationalist coalition (similar to the 
Harzberg front).

Supported by the Agrarian League and industrial organisations.


Hjalmar Schacht (leading bank) wrote to the President backing Hitler. This 


support led Hindenburg to look to Papen for a viable government.


Papen conceded the role of Chancellor to Hitler, but his cabinet would be a 
coalition of the right.


This factor, and the acceptability of the prospective Minister of Defence, 
General von Blomberg, persuaded Hindburg to 


January 27th - accept Schleicher’s resignation


January 30th – appoint Hitler Chancellor.
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