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(a)

In what ways did Mazzini try to create political revolution in Italy in the years before 1848?

(20)

Indicative content

The question is focused on the early career of Mazzini, including his associations with the Carbonari, his role in the early, failed revolutions in Italy, his foundation of Young Italy, and his ideas and writings in the attempt to develop nationalist support. The question excludes the Roman Republic of 1848-9, because this would widen its scope beyond the time allowed. Those who describe a range of actions and ideas associated with Mazzini will access L1 and L2, but for L3 there will be some explanatory links. In levels 1 and 2 progression will be based on range and depth of relevant material, but for L3 there will be explicit links to show how Mazzini’s actions were intended to create political revolution.

(b)

Why was the Austrian Empire able to maintain its power in Italy for so long?

(40)

Indicative content

Responses to this question may vary in terms of how they define Austrian ‘power in Italy’. Many will see it primarily in terms of possessions and influence in 1848-61, and ignore the continued control of Venetia to 1866. Since it can be argued that Austria’s power was effectively broken by 1861, candidates should not be denied entry to any level if they focus on this earlier period – however, those who demonstrate awareness of the Venetia issue should be rewarded within their level. Reasons for the  continuation of Austrian power are likely to include Austrian strengths [military and diplomatic] as well as the weakness and divisions that existed among the revolutionary movements in Italy. Candidates can also refer to the actions of other powers, such as France and the Church, in weakening the revolutionaries and enabling Austria to maintain or regain her possessions. Responses that deal only with 1848-50, or [less likely] only 1859 onwards, should not go beyond L2. However, L3 responses will not necessarily deal with both periods in equal depth. L4 can be accessed by showing the interaction of factors, or by demonstrating that some factors were contingent to 1848-9 or 1859-61, while others were of more general significance throughout the period as a whole. 
(a)

Describe the role of Pope Pius IX in obstructing the attempts to unify Italy in the years 1848–70.

(20)

Indicative content

The question is focused on the role of Pius IX in opposing the unification of Italy in these years. Key events are his Allocution and resistance to the Roman Republic in  1848, and his call for foreign aid that led to the maintenance of a French garrison in Rome until 1870. Candidates may also consider the wider significance of his opposition, in calling on Catholics to reject the new Italian state in 1861 and after, and discouraging Catholic participation in political life. In levels 1 and 2 progression will be based on range and depth of relevant material, but for L3 there will be explanatory links about the impact or intended impact of the Pope’s actions on the political and/or social unity of Italy.

(b)

Why was Austrian power in Italy effectively broken in the years 1859–66?

(40)

Indicative content

'The question is focused on the defeat of Austrian power by France and Piedmont, and  later by the intervention of Prussia. Candidates can draw on the work of Cavour in reforming and strengthening Piedmont, the growth of support for Piedmont from other Italians, the alliance with France and the war of 1859-61. They can also explain the role of Prussia and France in the acquisition of Venetia in 1866, and the isolation of Austria in Europe after the Crimean War. The role of Garibaldi is less significant in relation to Austrian power than to Italian unity, and will need to be made relevant either implicitly for L2 or explicitly for L3. Those who describe events or offer a narrative account are unlikely to go beyond L2. For  L3 there will be causal links to show how the different factors contributed to the breaking of Austrian power.  Progression in levels 1 and 2 will depend on range and depth of relevant material, but in L3 the extent and development of explanatory links will also be considered. Those who can demonstrate the interaction or relative importance of different factors will access L4. 
