History – Rise of the Nazis 1918-33

Timeline


PRE COURSE

>WW1 2nd Reich – Kaiser Wilhelm II


Elections and Reichstag but had littler power. Middle class males could vote 
only.

WW1
- Political Truce 


War going badly – opposition appeared. Last two years war run by the military 
(in particular Hindenburg and Ludendorf).


Blockade by Royal Navy created hardships – no soap by the end of the war.

COURSE

1918
September - REVOLUTION FROM ABOVE – Became a constitutional 
monarchy, the Reichstag had much more power.


Generals wanted to blame the politicians for the loss of the war.


October – Germany Navy mutineered – triggered the REVOLUTION FROM 
BELOW – much more like the USSR – became a Republic - the Kaiser left.


November – War ended 2 days later – easy for opponents to blame the 
Republic. Founding of the Stab in the Back theory and the November 
Criminals

1919
January – SPARTICUS UPRISING – Freikorp put it down on Ebert’s orders. 
Looked bad to have right wing forces in use so early.


Constitutional Assembly – Parliament who’s only purpose was to produce a 
constitution.


August – Constitution came into effect – very modern – all adults could vote.


Problems:




Proportional Representation – every Weirmar government was 


a coalition




Article 48 – emergency government by Presidential Decree.


June – TREATY OF VERSAILLES ‘The dictat’ – feelings of humiliation 
and betrayal. Government were the moderate socialists SPD.

1920
March – KAPP PUTSCH – Right-wing coup – successful because it took 
control of Berlin. Failed due to general strike.



Negative – the Army didn’t support either side.



Positive – the working class supported Weimar (or at least objected to 


a right-wing revolution).

1922
INFLATION began to get bad 



Reasons – Over government spending & loads with no taxes.

1923
RUHR CRISIS – occupied by France and Belgium due to non payments of 
Reparation.



Passive Resistance Employed


Leads to HYPERINFLATION – a blow to Weimar’s image.


November – HITLER/ BEER HALL / MUNICH PUTSCH 



Supposed to be a national revolution.



Hitler on trial – great publicity – only 5 years due to right-wing judge.



Great publicity weapon – flag with blood – ‘holy grail’



Hitler Imprisoned – Mein Kampf – Nazis disintergrated – made him 

more important. (In end of 1923, out in December 1924)


ECONOMIC RECOVERY / APPARENT STABILITY


Reutenmark incented – ended hyperinflation


Dawes Plan accepted – reorganised reparations and brough in he American 
investment though loans.

1924
Good Years – Jazz Age – Roaring 20s – Coolest place in the world
-28/9
Very unpopular with many – source of opposition – degenerate.


Economic recovery bit of a mirage – based on foreign investment.



Very weak – before the Walls Street Crash there was a farming 

recession, 1/3 in poverty.

>29
STRESSEMAN ERA – less than a year


INTERNATIONAL REHABILITATION

1925
TREATY OF LOCARNO – Germany and bordering countries agree their 
territories cant be changed.


Hindenburg President after Ebert died (Ebert SPD – left to right change)


No charismatic leaders – no emotional attatchment to Weimar.

1926
September – joined League of Nations – previously banned.

1929
YOUNG PLAN – Slashed reparations considerable (decided by referendum 
to determine whether it should be accepted).


Hugenburg (Media Group) & Hitler lead the No Campaign but lost it heavily. 
Hitler gained as he became a national politician.
