CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT, 1883
Details of changes

‘Bribery, treating, undue influence, assaulting, abducting or impersonating’ banned.

Punishable by a fine, imprisonment or ban from Parliament for seven years.

Limits on the accounts of campaigners and proper accounts had to be kept.

What were the effects of the Corrupt Practices Act?
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Two apparently contradictory results.

Parties needed more professional campaigners versed in the law.

More volunteer workers also needed, undertaking mundane work for no cost.

Liberals had lots of volunteers but had difficulty after 1866 holding onto them due to failure.

Tories set up the Primrose League in 1883 as their vehicle of recruitment.

Primrose League

Promoted principles of maintaining the church, power of the landed classes and empire.

Founded by Lord Randolph Churchill and named after Disraeli’s favourite flower. Disraeli had image of rebuilding party on the basis of a ‘True Union of the Classes’.

Male members were ‘Knights’, female members ‘Dames’.

Branches were ‘Habitations’.

Hierarchical structure, hoping to mirror the structure they wanted to defend.

1886 – 237,000 members.

1891 – over 1 million.

1910 – over 2 million.

Roughly half of the members were women, interest was kept by organising social activities.

Great vehicle without need further decision making from key figures.

Broad membership but no threat to leadership – control over policy and leadership left with the leading politicians.

Lord Salisbury and Arthur Balfour didn’t like it if they tried to change policy.

Lord Randolph Churchill’s talk of ‘Tory democracy’ never materialised.

THE SECRET BALLOT ACT
Details of changes
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Secret Ballot to be used, replacing the older open system.
‘A CHANGE FROM PUBLICITY TO SECRECY’: THE SECRET BALOT ACT, 1872
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Support for the secret Ballot

Introduced by Gladstone’s Liberal government in 1872.

Meant to prevent aristocratic influence, bribery and intimidation.

1867 Act brought in working men – possibly considered more susceptible to bribes?

John Bright led an element of the Liberal Party, believing tenant farmers were forced to vote for landowners or face eviction.

Defenders of open voting

Lord John Russell, architect of 1832, adamantly opposed it.

Described it as ‘a change from publicity to secrecy’, ‘an obvious prelude from household ot universal suffrage’. 
Would undermine the ‘legitimate’ influence of aristocratic patrons over people who looked at them for leadership.

Considered the whole process unmanly and cowardly.

The significance of the reform

The results didn’t please either camps.

People could now take bribes from both sides of government.

1880 election was the most expensive to date.

1883 Corrupt Practices Act imposed stiff penalties for bribery and set limits on expenditure – this was the first slight cleansing of corruption.

CREATION OF THE LABOUR PARTY

INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY
1893 numerous local socialist societies form the Independent Labour Party in Bradford.

Strong base appeared in Lancashire textile towns and in the woollen towns of the West Riding of Yorkshire.

In favour of extension of the franchise but more concerned with social reform.

1892 First member elected

More militant form of trade unions in the late 1880s and early 1890s.

Pankhurst was a member in Manchester, but disillusioned, broke away and formed the WSPU

LABOUR PARTY
Built upon the foundations of the Independent Labour Party of the 1890s.

Leading socialists Keir Hardie and George Lansbury, supporting the cease of female suffrage.

1900 Established and won 2 seats.
1906 29 MPs
