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Power of House of Lords severely reduced.

Power to veto lost, replaced by power to amend or delay bills for two years.

No power over finance bills passed by the Commons.

Parliamentary elections at least every five years.

MPs to have a salary.

TAMING ‘MR BALFOUR’S POODLE’: THE PARLIAMENT ACT, 1911 p209 
Hereditary character of the Lords had long been considered an obstacle by the radicals due to the power of veto.
The abolition of the Lords or replacement by a second elected body was suggested but never given much notice.

Radicals concentrated on making the Commons more representative.

Whig and Liberal governments had problems with the tory majority in the Lords.

The thwarting of the 1832 Act was one of numerous occasions.

Gladstone found this with the Irish Home Rule Bill in 1894.

The Lords rarely barred legislation but it had to be kept in mind by the Liberals and Whigs.

The Liberal Government, 1906

Elected with a large majority and an extensive amount of reform on the agenda.

An Education Bill and a bill to abolish plural votng were vetoed. The same occurred in 1907 and a major clash in 1909.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, David Lloyd George, wanted to raise extra cash to finance the new Old Age Pension scheme and to expanded the Navy.

The wealthy would shoulder much of the burden, particularly landowners who were faced with increased death duties and a tax on land values.

An unwritten convention that the Lords didn’t interfere with finance bills was broken with the assent of the Conservative leader Balfour.

Asquith’s Liberal government regarded this as unconstitutional and decided to take the Lords on.

Constitutional crisis

Asquith called a general election to seek a mandate.
The January 1920 results saw the Liberals lose their majority but continue as government with the Irish and Labour MPs.

Asquith proceeded to draft a bill removing the veto power and replacing it with the ability to delay bills for two years.

Maximum period for elections would be reduced to five from seven..

These limited changes were rejected by the Lords and Asquith had to ask King George V to create a majority of Liberal Lords.

This precedent set by Lord Grey in 1831 did not persuade the King, he wanted one more election before he would agree.

The December election was virtually identical to the January one and the king agreed if the act couldn’t be passed another way.

The peers changed their minds and passed the bill in 1911.

Parliament Act 1911

The changes were quite limited.

Lords kept the power to delay legislation for up to two years and the period between general elections was reduced to five years.

The Lords could effectively veto legislation proposed in the last two years of a government’s office.

The Liberal government could have gone further in reforming what Asquith referred to as ‘Mr Balfour’s Poodle’.

Hereditary peers’ right to sit in the house could have been removed; it could have become an elected chamber or abolished altogether.

Both of these reforms would have been more consistent with democratic government, instead Asquith opted for more limited reform.
