‘The Roman Catholic Church gained more from the Lateran Pacts than the government of Mussolini.’ How far do you agree with this judgement on the impact of the Lateran Pacts in the years 1929-39? (January 2005)
Yes in the long run – ensured their own survival whilst undermining Mussolini’s core aims. Did they need this security though?

Church Gains


Education:
A) Remained part of education




B) RE taught in schools



C) Dual loyalties but church more ingrained.


Youth Orgs:
A) Only alternative to the fascist organisations.




B) Catholic Action, considered a-political.




C) Again undermined the fascist organisations.


Churches:
A) Much local sway, population said Church more important.




B) Local ministers v. influential, more in touch with local pops




C) Led to undermining similar to the problem of the ras.


Populari:
A) Church loses all political capabilities, gains spiritual totally




B) Populari lost support of Church, dissolves into PNF.




C) Church lost temporal power in 1870, logical conclusion.


Economicals:
A) Gained a large amount of money, made peace with state.




B) 750m lire cash, 1b state bonds – lost claim to lands.




C) Already lost claim really, no one recognised it. Got money.
.

Mussolini Gains


Education:
A) Although Church is present has control of other aspects.




B) Portraits in each classroom, controls national curriculum.




C) Overall Mussolini held control, but could never have total.


Youth Orgs:
A) Major success, Opera Nacionale Balilla
B) 8m members in 1930s, ‘Believe, Obey, Fight’, 

Ministry of National Education in 1929




Cath. Act., 1931 banned from sports.



C) Fascist victory, even relaxed attitude towards criticism.


OND:

A) Attempt to set up social group – church equivalent.




B) 1939 4m members, subsidised trips, industry workers.




C) Attempted to combat local influence of Churches, failed.


Politically:
A) Huge success, total control over internal.




B) Populari last opposition, Aventine meant no left wing.





Internationally recognised, France preferred.





End of rift, unhappy since 1870


Economics:
A) Paid out a large amount of money.




B) 750m lire in cash, 1b in state bonds.




C) not a great deal of money for the amount of land.

‘Terror and violence played only a minor part in ensuring Mussolini’s hold on power in the years 1924-39.’ How far do you agree with this judgement? (June 2004)

Yes, within Italy, few people were killed, actively against Matteotti. Unlike Hitler/Stalin far more relaxed – let criticism happen but used censorship a lot.

Propoganda!

Terror & Violence

MSVN:
A) used to intimidate Chamber of Dupities for votes.

B) 50,000 armed men. 

Made king fear Civil War, March on Rome
Lost influence during Matteotti – oath changed.

C) Were used to intimidate at first, the gaining of power.

OVRA

A) Played a comparatively little part, not very high-profile.

B) 20,000 weekly actions, 100s of arrests and detentions.


Policed the fascists aswell.

C) Major number of actions, but very low profile –that bad?

Figures:
9 killed 1923-40, 400 killed for political reasons.

5000 political prisoners. 10000 in ‘confino’, internal exile.

Propaganda:


Abyssinia:
A) Used to unite the nation.




B) Wasn’t great until sanctions, battle vs. 52 others.





Own idea, crucial to succeed, imperialistic.





Deficit up to 16m lire.




C) United people, believed in Mussolini, hid incredible failure


Battles for…:
A) Greatly abused for propaganda purposes.




B) Grain: succeed in autarky (-75%), failed other industries.






Generally accepted as a huge success.




     Marshes: 80k hectare 1/12 of claims. 10k families.




     Lira: 150-90 against £, 20% wage cuts.

     Births: Failed to increase birth rate, 93 families 1300 kids.
C) Usually failed but propaganda kept them afloat.


Politics:
A) Played the part of a greater power, national prestige.




B) Four Power Pact, Locarno Pact, Anchullus. 

C) was able to justify himself with apparent int. success.
Tolerance:

Policies:
A) Preferred Mussolini than anything else, basic policy.




B) King – no remove in Matteotti (fears of Civil War?)





Preferred strong right-wing government to anything.





Still held loyalty of the army.



     Pop – generally complacent – rural never care who rules.





Propoganda dressed the policies up.





Ignored migration powers – urbanisation continued.



C) Generally was accepting, eventually speaking out in WWII.




Before, they just ignored policies.
‘Mussolini’s hold on power owed more to the success of his policies than to his use of terror.’ How far do you agree with this judgement? (June 2005)

How important was propaganda to the survival of Mussolini’s regime in the years 1924-39? (January 2005)

‘Mussolini’s control of Italy in the period 1925-39 owed more to propaganda than to the use of terror.’ How far do you agree with this judgement? (January 2002)

‘Undoubtedly a dictatorship, but nevertheless popular with the Italian people.’ How far do you agree with this assessment of Mussolini’s role in Italy between the years 1924-36? (January 2004)

