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Representation and Democracy in Britain, 1830–1931

This is the new type of question without sources. Doesn’t apply to use but useful test of knowledge.
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Representation and Democracy in Britain, 1830-1931

5 How far do you agree that extra-parliamentary pressure and protest were the main reasons why governments enacted parliamentary reform in the period 1830-1931? (60)

Indicative content

The question requires an analysis of a range of reasons for parliamentary reform over the period and a judgment on the significance of extra-parliamentary pressure in bringing about change. At lower levels candidates may chart the key reforms in 1832, 1867, 1884-5 and 1918, with some exemplification of associated popular pressure, for example, the Bristol Riots of 1831 and the Hyde Park Riots of 1867.

At level three and above there will be explicit discussion of reasons for change over the period and the relative importance of the given factor. Candidates will probably show awareness, not only of pressures, but that increasing numbers of voters reflected the government’s perception that numbers could be safely increased in 1832 and in 1867. At levels four and five candidates will explore a range of reasons behind the key reforms. 
Discussion may focus on government’s (or parliament’s) perceptions at different times,

including the motive of perceived party advantage, but the role of extra- parliamentary pressure must be fully considered, including discussion of instances where it could be argued that it was ineffective or counterproductive.

6 How far did the enlargement of the franchise transform party politics in Britain in the eriod 1830-1931? (60)

Indicative content

The question requires an examination of the linkage between franchise reform and changes in party politics in order to make an assessment of the extent of change at each stage. At lower levels candidates may chart the extension of the franchise and the increasing organisation of political parties, but with undeveloped linkage and assessment e.g. showing good knowledge of the key features of the 1832 and 1867 Acts, and indicating the growth of party organisation to show change. Although at level three consideration of ‘transform’ may be evident in no more than two instances, with the other examples treated more descriptively, for level three and above there must be a focus on ‘transform’. For example, in assessing the impact of the 1867 Act, there will be a focus on the enhanced role of party discipline, the increase in national and local organisation, and the beginning of the manifestation of modern party politics in the role of the leader, the party policy, etc. At levels four and five, the ways in which the newly enfranchised were attracted and organised at each stage will be examined and the extent of the influence of the rank and file assessed in order to make a judgment on the proposition.
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Study Sources 1, 2 and 3 below and answer questions (a) and (b) which follow: this is our type of paper:
SOURCE 1

(From A History of The Chartist Movement R.G. Gammage, published 1854. In this extract, he is commenting on the outcome of the 1832 Reform Act.)

The masses were looking forward to an extension of political power, but were too easily turned aside. The middle classes persuaded them to forgo their extensive claims in order to secure them ultimately. .Aid us., said they, .in gaining the Reform Bill, and as soon as we are enfranchised, we will make use of our power in assisting you to the attainment of your rights.. This promise was believed because of an idea pervading the minds of the working class that the interests of the two classes were identical and that the one could have no purpose in deceiving the other. The wide disparity between the social positions of the classes was lost sight of altogether. 

SOURCE 2

(From a leaflet produced in 1907 by the National Union of Women.s Suffrage Societies)

Why do women want the vote?

Because no race, class or sex can have its interest properly safeguarded in the legislature of a country unless it is represented by direct suffrage. Because while men who are voters can get their economic grievances listened to, nonvoters are disregarded. Because politics and economics go hand in hand. And so long as a woman has no political status she will be .bottom dog. as a wage earner.

SOURCE 3

(From Labour and Reform: Working.class Movements 1815-1914, Clive Behagg,

published 1991. In this extract, he is reviewing the position in 1918.)

It had taken a century of pressure and protest to convert a Parliamentary system based on property and influence into a mass democracy. Undoubtedly, it was the working-class voter who benefited from these changes. The traditional fear of including the working man in the electoral system, which has accompanied earlier Reform Acts, had been replaced during the labour unrest of 1910-14 by fear of the consequences of his continued exclusion. 
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Use your own knowledge

(a) How far do you agree that the Parliamentary Reforms of 1884-5 marked a turning

point in the development of parliamentary representation in Britain?

Target: Analysis and evaluation of change; selection and deployment of recalled

knowledge: (AO1a and AO1b: 20 )

LEVEL 1

Simple statements which show some undeveloped understanding of changes linked to the

Reforms, e.g. shows awareness that 1884 increased the working class electorate, or

statements which are descriptive. Material will be partial but there will be some accurate

reference.

Writing will show some coherence and organisation. Spelling and syntax will be generally

adequate.

(1-5)

LEVEL 2

Developed statements which identify changes and offer detailed support. For example,

displays good knowledge of the key features of 1884-5 reforms and shows that they affected

working class representation.

Writing will show some coherence, organisation and direction but these attributes may not be

sustained throughout the answer. Spelling and syntax will be generally secure.

(6-14)

LEVEL 3

Developed evaluation of the nature and extent of change in representation to support the

candidate’s judgement re turning point. There will be explicit reference to the circumstances

before or after 1884-5 in order to demonstrate the extent and significance of change

emanating from the legislative reforms.

For marks above the mid point of the level, the argument must be substantiated using

appropriate criteria and by explicit analytical comparisons of the position pre and post 1884-

5. For example, May argue from the exclusions that the suffrage reforms do not constitute a

turning point and may explore the redistribution provisions arguing that they are part of a

trend or a significant departure. Whichever view is argued, the answer must be substantiated

by discussion based on well selected knowledge.

Writing will show sustained organisation, coherence and direction. Some stylistic

misjudgements may be found (for example, some paragraphs may lack an internal rationale or

coherence; a conclusion which, though perfectly adequate historically, lacks conviction as

writing) but the candidate, who can analyse historical phenomena of some complexity, can

also convey that analysis in logical, well-structured ways. Syntax will be sophisticated and

spelling will be generally correct

(15-20)

Study sources 1,2 and 3 and use your own knowledge.

(b) How far do you agree that extra-parliamentary protest and pressure wee the main reasons

why governments enacted parliamentary reforms in the period 1830 – 1931?

Target: recall and deployment of information; analysis of factors explaining change and

continuity to reach judgement; analysis of sources: A01a and AO1b (24 marks), AO2

(16 marks)

Preliminary comment: the emphasis here should be on understanding the process of change

over time and not on the weight of information. Better candidates will reveal their qualities

here not in depth of knowledge but in their ability to make apposite references across the

chronology and to demonstrate the causes of long-term change.

LEVEL 1

Simple statements about reasons for change from sources or own knowledge or statements

which are descriptive. Comment on change/continuity may be implicit and the chronological

range may be restricted.

For example, uses source 3 to expand on fear of unrest.

Writing will begin to show some coherence and organisation. Spelling and syntax will be

generally adequate.

(1-12)

LEVEL 2

Developed statements about reasons for reform from sources and /or own knowledge. May

concentrate primarily on one factor, but should be aware on more than one and should address

at least two key periods of change. For example they may offer supported judgements about

reasons for two reform acts, showing they were influenced by a desire to win over support

from a section of the population as well as by some fear of popular unrest.

Writing will show some coherence, organisation and direction but these attributes may not be

sustained throughout the answer. Spelling and syntax will be generally secure.

(13-24)

LEVEL 3

Developed explanation about the reasons for parliamentary reform. At this level responses

must be securely focussed on the question. Hence they must consider the issues raised by the

sources and expand the range of matters under consideration from their own knowledge.

Answers which do not also draw directly and explicitly on the material provided in the

sources or which do not go beyond the material contained in the sources may not be awarded

marks in this level.. There will be explicit discussion of the role of extra-parliamentary

pressure and of other factors, for example the motive to secure party-political advantage and

the influence of the First World, in persuading legislators to extend the franchise.

The candidate will cover a reasonable chronological range ( at least two thirds of the

chronology) and will make a judgement on the proposition. This might be sustained by

knowledge and understanding of the relevant historical debates over the question and/or by

reasoning from precisely selected use of relevant own knowledge.

Writing will show sustained organisation, coherence and direction. Some stylistic

misjudgements may be found (for example, some paragraphs may lack an internal rationale or

coherence; a conclusion which, though perfectly adequate historically, lacks conviction as

writing) but the candidate, who can analyse historical phenomena of some complexity, can

also convey that analysis in logical, well-structured ways. Syntax will be sophisticated and

spelling will be generally correct.

(25-36)

LEVEL 4

Sustained argument from both sources and own knowledge, which concentrates precisely on

the reasons for parliamentary reform over the whole period..

The assessment of ‘how far’ will be demonstrated by balancing the role of extraparliamentary

pressure against other causal factors. Candidates analyse the reasons behind

key reforms in order to discuss the proposition and consider a range of reasons for it. They

will use this analysis to make and sustain a balanced judgement in relation to the question.

Discussion may focus, for example on the significance of perceptions about those it was safe

to enfranchise at different times, but the role of extra-parliamentary pressure must be fully

considered, including instances of where it was influential and others where it was less so, or

where it could be argued that it was ineffective or counter-productive. In examining the

quotation for debate, candidates will respond to it using material that will be selected with

confidence and security.

Writing will be controlled, well-directed, lucid and coherent throughout. The candidate’s

ability to analyse complex historical ideas will be fully matched by an ability to convey that

analysis with confidence and cogency. Syntax will show awareness of style and spelling

errors will be rare.

(37- 40)
