CHAPTER TWO

FACISM’S APPEAL, 1919-1922

THE ORIGINS OF FASCISM

Meeting, March 1919

· Dated from 23 March 1919 when 100 ex-service men and left-wing revolutionaries attended a meeting.

· Advertised in the newspaper Popolo D'Italia, edited by Mussolini.

· To distinguish from the other parties the meeting was called Fascio Italiano di Combattimento (Italian Combat Group)

· Filippo Marinetti, leader of pre-war futurists and Feruccio Vecchi, a member of the Arditi.

· Mussolini was the main speaker.

· Original fascist ideas were based upon those of the Futurists, although few existed in 1922.

· Replacing the monarchy with a republic

· Confiscating the property of the Catholic Church

· Peasant ownership of the land and worker management of industry.

· Steeply rising taxation of the rich, especially war profiteers.

· National minimum wage.

· Votes for women.

· Marinetti and Vecchi organised an attack on the socialist newspaper Avanti, destroying its offices.

· Mussolini defended the action but took no part. He took advantage of the situation but refused to take personal risks.

· He organised an army of several hundred Arditi who he provided with arms.

· First signs of his attempt to use violence and respectability with political manoeuvring that lasted until at least 1926.

· Urban based movement with support from ex-servicemen and discontented students.

· Numbers were small as it spread from Milan. One of many small right wing parties, dwarfed by D’Annunzio.
The Fascist Appeal

· Direct solutions to complex social, economic and political grievances.

· Stressed national identity, appealing to those of the war who felt betrayed by the ‘mutilated victory’.

· 1919 fascism presented a left-wing political programme with relatively revolutionary social and economic changes for the disillusioned socialists.

Rural Fascism

· 1920 – first important advance into the country after the socialist attempted to seize control of farms.
· Squadrasti went from the towns and violently attacked the socialist Leagues.

· Traditional landowners appreciated their new allies and the police followed suite.

· Higher profile and change in the nature of fascism. The action was copied within towns against union actions.

· Squadrasti could find arms easily and the army and policy helped or were indifferent.

· They were often paid by landowners who were disappointed by government action.

· Important economic groups were pulled into supporting the fascists morally and economically.

· Mussolini was wary of taking credit but did so after there was a flow of rural recruits.

· 1920 – over 200 people were killed. By mid-1921 the rural socialist were beaten, leaving the squadrasti in control of large swathes of the country.

The Pact of Pacification, 1921

· There were a number of problems with the squadrasti.
· The ras had local power bases, controlling their men and area.

· The ras were usually more radical and thei views couldn’t be ignored.

· August 1921 – the Duce signed the Pact of Pacification between the fascists and the socialist unions.

· Some ras rejected the agreement, urging D’Annunzio to replace Mussolini. The split was avoided by abandoning the pact.

· Mussolini’s relationship with the fascists was deteriorating.

FASCISM’S CHANGING PROGRAMME, 1919-22

Appeal to Vested Interests

· 1921 – fascist programme becomes more conservative

