CHAPTER SIX

FASCIST SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION

Offered no developed political philosophy.

Citizen’s central role was to serve the state.

Whilst Italy was theoretically totalitarian Mussolini had undermined the fascist values with some of his conservative compromises.

The persistent administrative inefficiencies blunted the ability to impose the governments will.

The pattern of everyday life under the fascists remained very similar to that of the Liberal State.

The Catholic Chuch, content with the government since 1929 was particularly important in the rural areas.

The working class were left in their place due to the conservative compromises.
While the state interest in the everyday lives could be threateningprogrammes like Dopolavoro were appreciated.

POPULATION TRENDS

Employment

As many small shops as ever, more than 500,000 in 1930s.

Growing state bureaucracy and teaching resulted in more middle class jobs.

Industrial jobs in the northern towns, higher S.O.L. in the north than the south.

National electricity grid established, although the cost of electricity in the south was three times that of the north.

Migration Patterns

Many emigrated from the south. The US was the initial target, before it closed its doors in the 1920s.

Most went to northern Italy, some towns doubled in size.

Fascism couldn’t control the individuals, the licence migration system failed. Local authorities were totally overwhelmed.

WELFARE ORGANISATIONS

By 1940 nearly half the population was involved in something.

Youth movements, student movements and Dopolavoro promoted loyalty to the Duce.

As well as parades and uniforms there were job opportunities.

Local fascist parties often carried out social work, avoiding political questions.

All organisations worked from above – prevent feedback and weakening the state.

YOUNG PEOPLE

Early Education Policy

The school system was adapted. The conservative education minister was Giovanni Gentile.

Increased emphasis on Italian history and culture with a fascist stance. Practical subjects ignored at secondary level.

The aim was to weed out unsuitable university students, numbers declined.

Primary education neglected in the gentile reforms.

This conservatism disappointed the radical fascists.

It suited the middle class, providing jobs. It was the logical result of the other compromises made.

Growing Fascist Control of Education

In the early 1930s fascist control of education increased.

Church schools survived and became more attractive to the middle class.

Thhe church schools proved to be an obstacle in major fascist reforms.

1937 Giuseppe Bottai became education minister, planning more radical reforms.

Youth Organisations

The regime had a direct impact on the young.
By late 1930s 8 million members. Main movement was the Opera Nazionale Balilla (ONB) with branches for girls and boys from 8 to 21.

Ages varied from 6-26.
1929 the Ministry of National Education emphasised sports, gym and military drilling in the organisations – it controlled them all.

Motto ‘Believe, Obey, Fight’. Warlike and patriotic images were constantly emphasised – the generation was being prepared for WWII.

Rival Organisations and Criticism

Rival found it hard to gain members, after 1931 Church clubs could not organise sports events.

The fascist youth movement was probably the most successful propaganda agent.

By 1939 it had done a lot to persuade the young the fascist way of life was normal.

The regime was relaxed about university student criticism of the regime.

WOMEN IN FASCIST ITALY
Government Policy

Initially the fascists offered women a more responsible role in society.

A more conservative, repressive policy was implemented for the role of women under fascism.

Women were to be in the home, virtuous by subservient to her husband.

Discouraged women being employed. Many were sacked from state industries.

Women were discouraged from secondary and university education, although numbers actually increased.

Women’s Organisations

The fascists contradicted themselves by creating women organisations.

The state role was mundane, although ½ million members had a public role.

The PNF created women fasci (groups) to carry out neighbourhood elfare work.

Forbidden to partake in political affairs, used as tools for spreading propaganda.

Helped to arrange provision for family holidays and advice on child rearing.

Had more social freedom, encouraged to partake in sport – given state aid at the highest levels – mainly athletics in the aim of national glory.

The failure of the fascist regime is found in the fact that employment levels hardly fell.

The Battle for Births

The Battle for Births was designed to build up the nation’s strength for unspecified foreign trials.

Laws against contraception and aborption enforced.

Bachelors paid heavy taxes, raising 230m lire in 1939.

Family allowances in 1930.

Loans given to the newly married – written off as they had children. 1939 – 89m lire had been the coast of the loans.

Job promotion in the civil service reserved for fathers.

The campaign failed, the birth rate fell. Martin Clark ‘By 1936 there were 102.7 births per 1000 women of child bearing age; in 1911 there had been 147.5’. 
The population trend was present throughout Europe.

A mix of propaganda and financial incentives.
Its failure provides argument that Italy was not truly totalitarian.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

The Lateran Pact

The conflict between church and state ended in 1929.

The Vatican City was a tiny independent state, with the Pope as its head.

The church received 750m lire and 1b lire in state bonds for loss of land.

A Concordat declared Catholicism as the state religion and accepted the survival of existing religious structures and organisations.

Cordial Relations between Church and State

A great triumph, ending the 60 year period of dislike.

Most Italians delited, securing their unquestioning acceptance of the regime until 1936.

Cordial relations survived the assault on the Church’s youth groups in 1931 – compromising their role to religious activities.
They lost their sports club, promoting the fascist equivalents.

1938, Church unhappy with the state’s foreign policy and anti-Jewish policies.

Mussolini made few material concessions. It did mean that he could never secure a truly fascist society – the fascist revolution was perhaps impossible.
LEISURE

The Dopolavoro

Aim was to link the people with fascist aims through welfare facilities and leisure programmes. The OND was set up in 1925

Organised closely with the party in each area.

1939, 4m members of the Dopolavoro.
Education and skills training was left for sport provision, heavily subsidised day trips, holidays to the seaside, summer camps and cheap railway fares as numbers grew.

 Welfare for families was an important issue.
Wage rates for industrial workers were lower in the 1930s than the early boom years of the regime. The OND is needed to depict a true social picture.

The OND provided fantastic propaganda opportunities for the population and foreign observers.

Cinema

Most important form of entertainment.

The newsreels were an outlet of propaganda.

The state subsidised Italian film-making and trained technicians.

The regime considered film escapist nonsense inspired by US culture.

Sport

Captured the popular imagination of the period and used for propogand apurposes.

1932 – gained 12 Olympics gold medals.

Football World Cup victories, 1934 and 1938.

Primo Carnera was heavyweight boxing champion between 1933 and 1935.

Cycling and skiing expanded greatly.

Effected the nation’s self-esteem, explain support for the regime.

CREATING A FASCIST SOCIETY, THE LATE 1930s
Militarism.

From 1935 italian foreign policy was expansionist.

Increased patriotic and warlike propaganda.

The Ethipian success in 1936 was the time when the initially radical fascists became middle aged.

A campaign to reform customs was led in 1934

· Growing fashion for wearing uniforms and medals nby the military.

· Civil servants and teachers had to wear uniforms. Social organisations had uniforms.

· Ancient Roman styles implemented, banning handshakes for the allegedly Roman salute.

· Marching style changed to the goose-step, allegedly Roman in origin.

Social Changes

1937 a new Ministry of Popular Culture, miniculop, set up to manipulate opinion.

1937 youth organisations placed under the new body of the Italian youth of the Lictors (GIL), increasing the emphasis on physical and military training.

1939 education reforms of Giuseppe Bottai intended to establish ‘ a fascist system of education’.

Attempts to centralise the system and to control schools and clubs.

Official attacks on ‘bourgeois values’ and an emphasis on fascist discipline to take their place.
Race Manifesto in July 1938, began Mussolini’s purge against the Jews. 

This new emphasis was a result of closer links with the Nazis.

Race laws followed, preventing mixed marriages, membership of the PNF and foreign Jews were expelled.

Fitted in with Italy’s imperial role and efforts for a tougher, ‘cleaner’ fascist society.

This created growing cynicism, especially amongst the young.

Political Changes
There important political changes.

1939 the Chamber of Fasces and Corporations replaced the Chamber of Deputies.

The stages of an attack on the political role of the king.

From 1936 fascism reverted to its more radical revolutionary roots after years of lethargic despotism.

Cynics argue that it was just one of Mussolini’s fads.

He certainly lacked the administrative ability and sustained sense to implement them.

CONCLUSIONS

Acceptance by the Italian People

~Most Italians accepted it until the unpopular foreign-policy actions in the late 1930s.

did not commit their lives to fascism and service to the state.

The state did not dominate their lives, not as active as the Nazis.

Apart from silenced opponents Mussolini was relatively popular. Propaganda was useful in this regard.

Italians were proud of their nation.

Most continued with their lives due to the lack of political programme and will power by Mussolini to implement radical reforms.

Mussolini’s many compromise prevented the creation of a true fascist state.

Made it easier for most to live in harmony within the existing inefficient state.

Fascist social policy was a laughable failure in terms of controlling society for a greater fascist purpose.

However, it did mean the public accepted the regime, it seemed no worse than the confusion of the Liberal State.

Changing Attitudes, Late 1930s

Changing attitudes began in the late 1930s, mainly due to Nazi relationship.

Rome-Berlin Axis of 1937, German occupation of Austria in 1938 and Pact of Steel in 1939all raised anxieties.

Anti-fascist volunteers fought hard during the Spanish Civil War, making links after their defeat.

News of their valiant effort was brought to Italy via foreign radio stations.

