CHAPTER ONE 

THE WEAKNESSES OF LIBERAL Italy

INTRODUCTION

1919
Benito Mussolini leads organisation of mainly discontented soldiers.


Fail to win a single seat.

1922
Mussollini becomes Prime Minister.


Still only had 35 / 508 seats.


Put into power by non-fascist politicians.

ITALIAN POLITICAL WEAKNESSES BEFORE 1914

Coalition Politics


Parliamentary constitution similar to the British one. Upper house, Senate, lower, the Chamber of Deputies.


Senate was less active, life time positions appointed by the king. Chamber elections were held every 5 years. Government ministers usually picked from the Chamber – could be dismissed by the king.

Political Instability

1914
Italians expected to have stable democracy. However, difficult to manage and in 1912 the franchise was extended to 2 million men. 

Victor Emmanuel II created some stability during his reign between 1900 and 1946.

Transormismo

· Political parties were weak, principles and philosophy played a little part. 
· The middle-class liberals came in and out of power with the coalitions.
· Favours were used to bribe politicians, this was known as transformismo. The politician most associated with this was Giovanni Giolitti who was prime minister five times between 1892-1922.
· The Liberal party had no formal structure, there was no need when so few had the vote.
· The small group of radicals were for more freedom but found themselves unable to deal with a Republican Party formed in 1895.

· Transformismo did little to solve the social and economic problems.

· 1914 – illiteracy, sanitary squalor, excessive rates of emigration, regional differences and economic backwardness in rural areas.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Limited Industrial development and inefficient agrarian economy.

The south was one of the most backward regions of Europe, dominated politically by a few large land-owning families.

Agrarian Society

The North

· 1890-1910 revolutionary changes result in improved production.

· Diverse agriculture, grapes, rice, olives and maize alongside dairy farming.

· Mechanisation improved efficiency.

· Capitalist tenant farmers employed labourers on short contracts, resulted in social division.

The South

· There was little change between 1871 and 1919.

· Poverty was widespread, society and land despotically controlled by landowners.

· Income half of the north’s.

· Public works schemes failed to reverse the conditions.

· Malaria was incredibly damaging.

INDUSTRY

· Impressive growth for 20 years before WWI. 

· Hydroelectric power, steel production increased but there was still a need to import masses of iron, coal and steel.

· State played a larger part than in France or Britain.

· Government pressured banks into providing money for hydroelectric schemes.

· Shipbuilding and other ‘politically important’ industries subsidised.

· Tariffs protected other industries.

· 1905 the railways were nationalised.
· State intervention in the industrial and financial economy became established and paved the way for fascism.
· Industrial infant in comparison to Europe.

· Created a large urban working class in north and central Italy. This was troublesome politically.
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